The following proposals regarding nomenclature and usage within the genus Shigella are made for the consideration of all who work with members of the group. The problems of numbering or naming the various types are manifold and vexing but are in no way more difficult than the question of which microorgani to include in the genus and which to delete or exclude. Another difficulty is the attempt by many to make the terms Shigela and dysentery bacteria synonymous. This is improper from the standpoint of bacterial taxonomy.
Proposals concerning these problems are numerous (see Weil, 1947; Neter, 1942 Neter, , 1948 , and others will appear in the literature soon (Ferguson and Kauffmann, 1948) . Since the writer is not in accord with all the recommendations made by other authors, the following proposals are made. The views set forth are in general agreement with those of Boyd (1948) .
Although the schema (table 1) (table 1) . There is little serorelation between members of this "group," but it must be remembered that neither is there any important serologic connection between these types and members of the other groups of shigellae mentioned below. The microorganims designated Shigella dy8enteriae I through VII are the shigellae that are consistently mannitol-negative. Shigella types (a) that do not utilize this substrate, (b) that may or may not be related serologically to one or more of the above serotypes, and (c) that lack important group relationships to Shigellaflezneri can be added to the list when the need arises. Two microorganisms that should be considered for possible inclusion are no. 1831 and A 12 (Sachs, 1943) . If, in the future, variants of members of the ShigeUa dysenteriae group are described that utilize manitol, they nevertheless should be added to the group (v. inf. mannitol-negative variants of Shigells flenere types). Separation of the mannitol-negative shigeliae into different species based upon supposed differences in pathogenicity or upon tradition is not believed to be warranted or desirable.
The species name Shigella paradysenteriae is discarded and the terms ShigeUa flexnri and Shigella boydii (comb. nov.) are substituted. The former term is already in the literature (Wilson and Miles, 1946) (Clayton and Warren, 1929) . The microorganism described as Bacterium dysenteriae, Dudgeon and Urquhart (Hazen, 1938) , is a typical S. flexneri VI (Ferguson, 1946; Ewing, unpublished data) .
The shigellae described by Francis (1946) and, although the taxonomic position of Francis' provisional type VIII is undecided, it is known to be related to S. dispar and to certain paracolon bacteria (Ewing, in manuscript) . These bacteria are related, through minor antigens, to certain S. flexneri types, but to no greater extent than are Shigella sonnei or Shigella alkalescens. Shigella boydii (group C) is composed of seven antigenic types at present. These microorganisms are similar in biochemical and cultural characteristics to members of S. flexneri. Described serological relationships with members of the latter group are of a minor nature but intragroup relationships among members of group C are apparent. The serotype described previously as Shigela paradysenteriae "Lavington" (Ewing, 1946) , Shigella etousae, or type "T" (Heller and Wilson, 1946; Lavington et al., 1946; Stock et al., 1947 ) is included as Shigella boydii VII. Present members of this group are easily distinguished by serological methods. Serotypes may be reported by recording the Roman numeral that designates the specific or major antigen together with the specific name. Again, newly described microorganisms may be added to group C when desired.
Group D in the schema is composed of those microorganisms that utilize lactose after continued incubation, viz., Shigella 8onnei and Shigelka dispar. These microorganisms can be distinguished both by biochemical and serological means. S. sonnei exists in two phases, as described by Wheeler and Mickle (1946) . Phase II is related antigenically to Shigela boydii VI. There are two serotypes of S. dispar (I and II), the second of which may be further subdivided into four serological varieties. These may be designated by use of their antigenic formulae (Carpenter and Stuart, 1946 ).
Other workers would remove S. dispar and S. alkalescens from the genus Shigella but would retain S. sonnei (Ferguson and Kaufmann, 1948; Boyd, 1948) .
We believe that if one lactose-positive species is removed from the genus, all should be removed and placed in the genus Proshigella, as recommended by Borman et al. (1944) . Members of these species contain antigens in common with certain paracolon bacteria as well as with other shigellae (Ferguson and Henderson, 1947; Ewing, in manuscript) , but this does not seem to be a valid reason for removing them from the genus Shigella. The common form of S. alkalescens is a typical member of the Shigella genus and should be retained in it. Paracolon and coliform bacteria that contain antigens in common with S. alkalescens (Stuart et al., 1943) may be reported as paracolon bacteria; their taxonomic status is beyond the scope of this paper. The three species mentioned above are retained in the genus and appear in the schema as groups D and E. Possibly in the future there will be some reason for deleting these microorganisms from the genus, but at present none is apparent.
